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B.C.’s Flexible Post‐Secondary
Educa on System Supports
Student Mobility
The B.C. public post‐secondary system oﬀers students the
flexibility to eﬀec vely combine credits from mul ple
ins tu ons to meet their educa onal goals. As a result,
students may follow a variety of pathways between B.C. public
post‐secondary ins tu ons. This report outlines a new
methodology and new data on student mobility within B.C.’s
public post‐secondary system. The new analysis allows us to
be er understand student movement within the changing post
‐secondary system by capturing all student registra ons, and
by including data from a mul ‐year me period. The result is a
more detailed and useful picture of the choices made by public
post‐secondary students. Please refer to the Defini ons box
on page 4.
1. The student mobility rate for 2009/10 is 18%. See defini ons on page 4.

Figure 1: Pathways to Post‐Secondary Registra on in 2009/10

Student Pathways to Post‐Secondary Registra on
in 2009/10
One view of student mobility looks at educa on pathways
followed by students who registered in one or more B.C. public
post‐secondary ins tu ons in 2009/10. Some students
registered in the system for the first me, others con nued
their registra on at the ins tu on where they last registered,
and some switched from a diﬀerent ins tu on. These
pathways were followed “directly” from the previous
registra on or a er a “stopout” period.
In 2009/10, there were roughly 300,000 academic credit
registrants enrolled in all 25 B.C. public post‐secondary
ins tu ons. More than half of these students con nued their
registra on at the ins tu on where they last registered (with
or without a stopout); one‐quarter were new to the B.C. public
post‐secondary system in 2009/10; and nearly 56,000 students
(18%)1 switched ins tu ons, taking a mobile pathway from
another ins tu on. Of those who switched ins tu ons,
roughly two‐thirds moved to their 2009/10 ins tu on for the
first me and one‐third returned to an ins tu on they
a ended in the past (see Figure 1).
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Note: Students may enroll in mul ple ins tu ons (simultaneously or sequen ally), taking mul ple pathways to their 2009/10 registra on. Students are counted
uniquely in each of the pathways that they take and percentages are expressed as a propor on of the 302,203 unique students registered in 2009/10. Note that
double‐coun ng will occur if counts or percentages are summed across pathways.
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Future Student Pathways
Beyond 2009/10
An alternate view of student
mobility looks at the future
pathways of students a er their
2009/10 registra on (see
Figure 2).
 About 60% of the 2009/10 registrants con nued at the
same ins tu on in the following year (2010/11), including
2% who con nued at the same ins tu on in Fall 2011 a er
a stopout.
 More than one‐third exited the B.C. public post‐secondary
system. (Although they did not register in 2010/11 or Fall
2011, they may return in the future, just as 11% returned in
2009/10 a er varying length stopouts over the preceding
five years).
 The remaining students took a mobile pathway by
switching ins tu ons in academic year 2010/11 or Fall
2011. Of these mobile students, the number who moved
to a new ins tu on for the first me (21,312) was slightly
higher than those who returned to an ins tu on previously
a ended (17,691).

Figure 2: Future Student Pathways Beyond 2009/10

Mobile Future Pathways
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Note: Students may enroll in mul ple ins tu ons (simultaneously or sequen ally), taking mul ple pathways from their 2009/10 registra on. Students are counted
uniquely in each of the pathways that they take and percentages are expressed as a propor on of the 302,203 unique students registered in 2009/10. Note that
double‐coun ng will occur if counts or percentages are summed across pathways.
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Student Mobility: Then and Now
Since 2011, the Post‐secondary Student Mobility Sub‐
commi ee of the STP has combined its research on
the mobility of all students between B.C. public post‐
secondary ins tu ons with the mobility of tradi onal
“transfer students”, a sub‐popula on of all mobile
students (see Tradi onal Transfer Students inset box
on page 5).
Earlier mobility analyses had limita ons which have
been addressed with the analy cal model introduced
here.
Previously, when a student a ended more than one
ins tu on across a given year, a single primary
enrollment ins tu on was iden fied for each
student. If a student’s primary ins tu on changed
from one year to the next, then the student was
deemed to be a “mover”.
In this year’s more comprehensive mobility model, all
ins tu ons a ended by all students from 2002/03 to
Fall 2011 are included. All student pathways between
all ins tu ons a ended are iden fied and quan fied
for each student, from one term to the next and
aggregated over each academic year (see Defini ons
on page 4).
The new model also tracks mul ple simultaneous
pathways taken by all students, without double‐
coun ng total unique students at the ins tu on or
B.C. system level.
These changes have resulted in a more complex
model, but one that more accurately reports all
student mobility, including mobility from the
immediately preceding year and mobility a er a
stopout period of varying dura on. This is an
improvement over the previous model that looked
only at mobility between primary ins tu ons from
one year to the next and did not account for re‐
entering stopouts.
Further details about the changes in methodologies
are summarized in Table A. Given the change in
methodologies, the mobility informa on reported
previously by the STP is not comparable to the new
mobility informa on provided here; however,
historical mobility informa on has been
reconstructed in order to evaluate and report the
mobility trends in this report (see Figure 3).
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Table A: Student Mobility, Then and Now
This year’s student mobility model includes a number of improvements
over the last release of informa on on this topic. The table below sum‐
marizes the diﬀerences.
Then (2008/09)
Tracked only one student move‐
ment per year, per student –
analyzed ‘primary’ enrollments
only.
Tracked students moving to a
new ins tu on or returning to an
ins tu on previously a ended,
but these diﬀerent types of mo‐
bility were not diﬀeren ated.
Tracked mobility only from one
year to the next. Re‐entering stop
outs were excluded because they
did not con nue their registra on
from one year to the next.
Quan fied and predicted tradi‐
onal transfer student movement
and showed that transfer stu‐
dents are a subset of total stu‐
dent mobility.
22,500 mobile students
(narrowly defined using the data
defini ons outlined above).
Quan fied mobility of 249,365
con nuing credit registrants of
2008/09 who last registered in
2007/08.
Included 22,500 direct mobile
pathways from 2007/08 to
2008/09, between primary enroll‐
ment ins tu ons only.
Mobility Rate Then (old definiƟon)

Now (2010/11)
New emphasis on student pathways. Track all student mobility
between all ins tu ons a ended
each year.
Now able to dis nguish between
diﬀerent types of student mobili‐
ty (move to new ins tu on vs.
return to ins tu on previously
a ended).
Now track mobility into a regis‐
tra on year from all previous
periods, including pathways from
the previous year and pathways
a er a stopout period.
Con nue to acknowledge that
tradiƟonal transfer student mo‐
bility is only a small part of overall
student mobility.
55,900 mobile students
(defined more comprehensively).
Quan fies mobility of all 302,203
credit registrants in 2010/11 who
last registered between 2002/03
and 2009/10 or registered for the
first me in 2010/11.
Includes 36,000 direct pathways
into 2009/10 from the previous
year, and 21,300 addi onal path‐
ways upon return from a stop out
period.
Mobility Rate Now (new definiƟon)

= 13.6%

= 18.1%

= 22,500 mobile students
166,000 con nuing credit reg‐
istrants from previous year
(2009/10)

= 55,900 mobile students
309,000 credit registrants
in current year (2010/11)
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Defini ons:
Non‐Mobile Student Pathways: When students do not switch
ins tu ons, there are four other pathways they might have
taken (or will take in the future).

Student mobility is the movement of students (specifically
registrants in post‐secondary credit courses) from one B.C.
public post‐secondary ins tu on to another.

New to STP – New student to the STP with no previous
record of registra on (back to 2002/03) in any
ins tu on in the B.C. public post‐secondary system.
Exit STP – Le the B.C. public post‐secondary system.
There are no further record(s) of registra on in the B.C.
public post‐secondary educa on system beyond this
point in me (up to Fall 2011).
Con nue – Con nue registra on at the ins tu on last
a ended in the previous me period.
Stopout Con nue – Con nue at the ins tu on last
a ended, but a er a stop out period of non‐
registra on. No other ins tu ons were a ended in
the intervening period.

Students take a variety of routes or pathways between
ins tu ons over me. When a student switches ins tu ons,
the student takes a mobile student pathway, otherwise the
student takes a non‐mobile student pathway.
The student mobility rate is the propor on of students who
took a mobile pathway to their registra on in a given year,
expressed as a percentage of all students registered in that
year.
Mobile Student Pathways: Depending on the recurrence(a)
and lag(b) of the student’s movement between ins tu ons,
four diﬀerent mobile pathways are possible.

Dimensions of Mobile Student Pathways:

Move – Switch ins tu ons by moving to an ins tu on
never a ended before
Stopout Move – Switch ins tu ons by moving to an
ins tu on never a ended before, but a er a stop out
period of non‐registra on.
Return – Switch ins tu ons by returning to an ins tu on
previously a ended
Stopout Return ‐ Switch ins tu ons by returning to an
ins tu on previously a ended, but a er a stop out
period of non‐registra on.

Student Mobility
Rates and Trends
Over the last several
years, the number of
mobile students has
nearly kept pace with
overall enrollment
growth in the B.C. public
post‐secondary
educa on system. As a
result, the propor on of
credit registrants who
followed a mobile
pathway (the mobility
rate) has remained
rela vely stable at
roughly 18% or 19%. See
Figure 3.

Recurrence indicates whether the
student moved to the
desƟnaƟon insƟtuƟon for the
first Ɵme or returned to a
desƟnaƟon insƟtuƟon
previously aƩended.
Lag indicates whether the
student switched insƟtuƟons
directly from the previous
registraƟon period or aŌer a
stop out period of nonregistraƟon.

Figure 3: Student Mobility Over Time
Mobility
Rate:

# Mobile
Students:

# Continued at
Same Institution:

# New Students:

# Unique Credit
Registrants:

18.9%

18.3%

18.9%

19.1%

55,222

18.4%

18.1%

55,556

55,901

49,521

49,604

52,690

164,392

170,650

177,450

188,655

196,319

155,616

80,537

80,782

78,280

80,370

81,867

79,767

2005/2006

2006/2007

2007/2008

2008/2009

2009/2010

2010/2011

271, 323

278,228

289,098

302,203

308,624

262 ,107

Figure 3 note: Mobility rates in this figure are restated according to the new mobility model. Also see Table A on page 3.
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Tradi onal “Transfer Students”

Student Mobility Within and Between Regions

“Transfer students” have tradi onally been defined as students who
transferred to a research‐intensive university (RIU) from a B.C.
college, ins tute or teaching‐intensive university with a minimum of
24 credits and a cumula ve GPA of at least 2.00 with a basis of
admission of B.C. College or B.C. Associate Degree. The tradi onal
view of college transfer students con nues to evolve as we now
realize that this group represents only one component of total
student mobility in the B.C. public post‐secondary system.

Student mobility in B.C. is examined regionally by
assigning each of the ins tu ons to one of four
regions of the province (see B.C. Public Post‐
secondary Ins tu ons by Region). When students
change ins tu ons, do they remain in the region or
do they move to an ins tu on in a diﬀerent
geographic region?

Figure A shows that while tradi onal transfer pathways remain
important for almost 5,000 students annually, increased
opportuni es to complete baccalaureate programs in the province’s
colleges, ins tutes and teaching‐intensive universi es has resulted in
a more complex post‐secondary environment.

Figure A: Number of Students by Academic Year who Transferred
to RIUs with Basis of Admission “B.C. College” or “B.C. Associate
Degree” from B.C. Colleges, Ins tutes, and TIUs

As shown in Figure 4 on page 6, the number of
students flowing into and out of each region is
rela vely balanced, with the excep on of the
Mainland‐Southwest which receives a greater
number of student inflows from Vancouver Island
and Thompson‐Okanagan‐Kootenay regions, than
ou lows to those regions. This imbalance likely
reflects the number of ins tu onal op ons in the
Lower Mainland region in comparison to other
regions.
B.C. Public Post‐secondary Ins tu ons by Region
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4,000

UNBC

3,000

UBCO
UBC

2,000

SFU

1,000

Total
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It is now evident that the tradi onal defini on of a transfer student
is too restric ve for providing a comprehensive descrip on of the
mul ‐direc onal flow of students between all ins tu on types in B.C.
For this reason, the Post‐secondary Mobility Sub‐commi ee (PSM) of
the STP has broadened its focus beyond this group of students to
be er capture the mobility of all students who move between
ins tu ons in B.C.
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B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu ons are located
in urban and rural regions of the province. For the
purpose of tracking the mobility of students
around the province, the STP has assigned each of
the post‐secondary ins tu ons to one of the
following four geographic regions.
Cariboo‐North Region – College of New Caledonia,
Northern Lights College, Northwest Community
College, University of Northern Bri sh Columbia.
Mainland‐Southwest Region – Bri sh Columbia
Ins tute of Technology, Capilano University, Douglas
College, Emily Carr University, Jus ce Ins tute of B.C.,
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Langara College,
Simon Fraser University, University of Bri sh
Columbia, University of the Fraser Valley, Vancouver
Community College.
Thompson‐Okanagan‐Kootenay Region– College of the
Rockies, Nicola Valley Ins tute of Technology,
Okanagan College, Thompson Rivers University,
Thompson Rivers University (Open Learning), Selkirk
College, University of Bri sh Columbia (Okanagan).
Vancouver Island Region – Camosun College, North
Island College, Royal Roads University, University of
Victoria, Vancouver Island University.
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Figure 4: Student Mobility Between Regions in the B.C. Public Post‐Secondary System (2010/11)

Figure 4 Note: This diagram is available on the STP web site along with a detailed summary table of student counts for each mobile pathway between regions.

Figure 5: Regional Student Mobility Rates, 2010/11

Regional Mobility Rates
Compared to the overall student mobility rate of
18.1% in 2010/11, Figure 5 shows students
a ending ins tu ons in the Vancouver Island
and Lower Mainland regions have the lowest
mobility rates at approximately 17%. By
comparison, students enrolled in ins tu ons in
the Thompson‐Okanagan‐Kootenay region or
Cariboo North have the highest mobility rates at
26% and 25% respec vely. In other words,
roughly one quarter of the students who last
enrolled in these regions of B.C. switched to
some other ins tu on in 2010/11.
Figure 5 also shows that when students from
most regions of B.C. switch ins tu ons they are
more likely to switch to an ins tu on in a
diﬀerent region (out of region mobility), with
the excep on of students from the Lower
Mainland who are three mes more likely to
remain in the same region (within region
mobility) upon switching ins tu ons2.
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Mobility Within Region

Mainland‐Southwest

13.3%

BC System Total

12.0%

Mobility Out of Region

4.0% 17.3%

6.1%

Cariboo‐North

9.4%

15.6%

Thompson‐Okanagan‐
Kootenay

9.3%

16.8%

Vancouver Island

7.6%
0.0%

10.0%

18.1%

25.0%

26.1%

16.5%

8.9%
5.0%

Total Mobility

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

2. Regional mobility results could be skewed by students who register for one or more TRU‐OL
courses without physically reloca ng. Excluding TRU‐OL from the regional mobility analysis, the
key finding s ll holds – mobile students from regions outside the Lower Mainland are more likely
to leave their region than remain in the region when they switch ins tu ons.
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Regional Mobility Trends

pathway4 from an ins tu on in the Thompson‐
Okanagan‐Kootenay region to an ins tu on in any
other region of B.C. has declined three percentage
points, from 17% in 2004/05 to 14% in 2010/11.

By reconstruc ng regional student mobility informa on for
previous academic years, the following trends are evident:




When students switch3 ins tu ons they are more likely
now (compared to 2004/05), to switch to another
ins tu on in the same region. Lower Mainland
students have become slightly less likely over this me
period to remain in the Lower Mainland when they
switch ins tu ons; nonetheless, the Lower Mainland
s ll ranks as the region with the highest rate of within‐
region mobility.



The propor on of all mobile students who went to
Lower Mainland ins tu ons from ins tu ons in other
regions has declined slightly from 18% in 2004/05 to
17% in 2010/11.



Other regional mobility trends are directly related to
recent changes in ins tu onal mandates and are
discussed later in this report.

The propor on of mobile students who took a mobile

Ins tu onal Mobility Trends
Recent changes to B.C.’s post‐secondary landscape have
impacted student mobility. Following the crea on of UBC,
Okanagan (UBCO) and the conversion of numerous post‐
secondary ins tu ons into teaching‐intensive universi es,
changes in student mobility pa erns have emerged and some
of the resul ng mobility trends are highlighted below. While
student mobility details for every ins tu on are not provided
in this report, ins tu ons will be provided access to such
informa on.
 University of Bri sh Columbia, Okanagan (UBCO): Before
the crea on of UBCO, approximately 100 students
followed a mobile pathway4 from Okanagan College to UBC
within a year of leaving the College. Now, five years a er
the crea on of UBCO, only half as many go to UBC,
Vancouver from Okanagan College, but four mes as many
(400 students) are now going to UBCO from Okanagan
College.
 Thompson Rivers Open Learning (TRU‐OL): Student
mobility between TRU and TRU‐OL is common, with
roughly 1,000 students following a mobile pathway
between these two ins tu ons annually.
 TRU‐OL is the third most popular des na on ins tu on for
those who switch ins tu ons, with 5,000 to 6,000 students
switching from some other ins tu on to TRU‐OL each
year.
 Of the roughly 12,000 students per year enrolled at TRU‐
OL, nearly one‐third of them return to an ins tu on
previously a ended. This is significantly higher than the

typical 8% to 10% of students at other ins tu ons who
subsequently return to an ins tu on previously a ended.
This unique pa ern for TRU‐OL suggests that TRU‐OL plays
a significant role in student mobility by allowing students
to enrol at TRU‐OL while enrolled at other ins tu ons
(either simultaneously or sequen ally) and then resume
their studies at their original ins tu on.
 Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KWN): Among students
enrolled at Kwantlen in 2009/10, roughly 60% con nued
their registra on at Kwantlen in the following year, up six
percentage points from 2004/05. This suggests that
Kwantlen’s conversion to a teaching‐intensive university
and their oﬀering of more baccalaureate degrees has
reduced the number of students switching from Kwantlen
to other ins tu ons.
 In 2004/05, roughly 1,000 students took a mobile pathway
from Kwantlen to SFU. In 2010/11 only 600 students
followed this route.
 Capilano University (CAPU): Roughly 54% of students
enrolled at Capilano in 2009/10 con nued their
registra on there in the following year, up four percentage
points from 2004/05. Similar to the eﬀect on Kwantlen,
this suggests that the conversion to a teaching‐intensive
university has reduced the number of students moving
from Capilano.
 In 2004/05, nearly 1,200 students took a mobile pathway
from Capilano to SFU or UBC. In 2010/11 only 700 students
switched from Capilano to SFU or UBC.

3. Switching ins tu ons includes a move to a new ins tu on for the first me or returning to an ins tu on previously a ended.
4. When students follow a mobile pathway, this refers to students who switch ins tu ons, including students who moved to a new ins tu on or returned to an
ins tu on previously a ended, either directly from the previous year or a er a stopout period.
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Student Mobility Within and Between Ins tu on Types – Witness‐
ing the Eﬀect of Teaching‐Intensive Universi es on Student Mobility
Similar to the movement of students between regions, the STP also
tracks the extent to which student mobility occurs between or within
sector boundaries or ins tu on types (see B.C. Post‐secondary
Ins tu ons by Ins tu on Type inset box and Figures 6 and 7).
Within‐Sector Mobility
Student mobility can occur within sectors. By looking at the loop‐
back arrows in Figure 6, we see that student mobility from college‐to‐
college (4,600) and TIU‐to‐TIU (4,400) are the most common
pathways, whereas RIU‐to‐RIU (2,800) and ins tute‐to‐ins tute
(1,700) are the least common pathways for students who move to a
new ins tu on within the same sector.
In terms of trends, a greater propor on of students are remaining in
the same type of ins tu on when they switch ins tu ons, rather
than switching sectors. The propor on of students moving within the
same ins tu onal sector increased from 22% of all mobile students in
2004/05 to 24% in 20010/11. Some evidence of the impact of TIUs
on student mobility is the fact that a higher percentage of TIU
registrants con nued their registra on from one year to the next at
the same ins tu on (at 61% in 2010/11 vs. 57% in 2004/05).

October 2012
B.C. Public Post‐secondary Ins tu ons by Type
B.C.’s public post‐secondary ins tu ons belong to one
of four ins tu on types, as defined by the Ministry of
Advanced Educa on. Ins tu on designa ons have
changed over me and these are the current groupings
by ins tu on type. Any historical mobility informa on
in this study assigns each ins tu on to its current
ins tu on type, as defined below.
Ins tutes – Bri sh Columbia Ins tute of Technology, Jus ce
Ins tute of B.C., Nicola Valley Ins tute of Technology.
Community Colleges – Camosun College, College of New
Caledonia, College of the Rockies, Douglas College, Langara
College, North Island College, Northern Lights College,
Northwest Community College, Okanagan College, Selkirk
College, Vancouver Community College.
Research‐Intensive Universi es – Simon Fraser University,
University of Bri sh Columbia, University of Bri sh
Columbia Okanagan, University of Northern Bri sh
Columbia, University of Victoria.
Teaching‐Intensive Universi es – Capilano University, Emily
Carr University, Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Royal
Roads University, Thompson Rivers University, Thompson
Rivers University (Open Learning), University of the Fraser
Valley, Vancouver Island University.

Figure 6: Student Mobility Between Ins tu ons and Sectors in the B.C. Public Post‐Secondary System (2010/11)

Figure 6 Note: This diagram is available on the STP web site with a detailed summary table of student counts for each mobile pathway between ins tu on types.
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Out‐of‐Sector Mobility and Net Student
Flows Along Primary Pathways
Sector mobility also occurs between
sectors when students switch ins tu ons
across sector boundaries. Figure 7 shows
that students who switch ins tu ons are
more likely to switch out of the sector
into a new sector.
Figure 8 summarizes the net flow of
students between the six pairs of
ins tu on types along primary pathways.
When the number of students moving in
one direc on exceeds the number of
students moving in the other direc on,
we call this the primary pathway
between ins tu on types. The posi ve
diﬀerence in the number of students
moving between the ins tu on types is
the net flow.
 The net flow between Colleges and
RIUs in 2010/11 is +2,000. This is the
most popular pathway for mobile
students moving between ins tu on
types, with 2,000 more students
moving from colleges to RIUs than
those moving in the opposite
direc on.
 The flow between Ins tutes and
Colleges is the most balanced
pathway with a net flow of 600
students moving from Ins tutes to
Colleges.
 Informa on for each primary pathway
is provided for 2010/11 and two other
preceding academic years in Figure 8.
Post‐Secondary Student Mobility (PSM)
Sub‐commi ee of STP:
This post‐secondary student mobility research
was conducted under the auspices of the
Student Transi ons Project (STP). This report
was prepared by Joanne Heslop with research
direc ons provided by the Post‐secondary
Student Mobility Sub‐commi ee of STP. The
sub‐commi ee membership includes
representa ves from across post‐secondary
sectors:
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Figure 7: Student Mobility Rates Within and Between Ins tu on Types, 2010/11
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Mobility Out of Sector
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University

2.4%
0.0%

Total Mobility

18.6%

23.0%

20.0%

13.7%

9.7%
5.0%

24.8%

18.1%

12.1%
10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

Figure 8: Net Flows of Mobile Students Between Ins tu on
Types, by Primary Pathway and Academic Year
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Robert Adamoski, Associate Director, Admissions and Research, BCCAT
(Chair)
Kathleen Bigsby, Director, Ins tu onal Analysis & Planning, Kwantlen
Polytechnic University
Frank DiPuma, Manager, Ins tu onal Research, Capilano University
Joanne Heslop, Manager, Student Transi ons Project
Hugh Judd, Data Warehouse Coordinator, B.C. Ministry of Regional
Economic and Skills Development
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Net Student Flows Along Primary Pathways
The dominant direc on of student flows between ins tu on
types has not changed since 2002/03, but the net flows along
these primary pathways have changed following the crea on
of TIUs. Specifically, the net flow of students moving from
colleges to RIUs and from TIUs to RIUs has declined
significantly and this has been oﬀset by increases in the net
flow of students moving between ins tu on types along the
other primary pathways. See Figure 8.
As further evidence of the influence of TIUs on student
mobility, the number of students who moved from a TIU to an

RIU for the first me (excluding students who returned to an
RIU a er a ending elsewhere in the intervening period) has
declined from 5% of all TIU registrants in 2004/05 to 3% of all
TIU registrants in 2010/11.
The crea on of teaching‐intensive universi es and the oﬀering
of baccalaureate degree programs at every post‐secondary
ins tu on in the province appears to have had an impact on
student mobility in B.C., such that fewer students need to
transfer to an RIU to complete their baccalaureate degree
program.

Sector Mobility Trends:
Historically, during the mid 1960’s to mid 1980’s student mobility in the B.C. public post‐secondary system consisted mainly of
students transferring from colleges and ins tutes into baccalaureate degree programs at B.C.’s three oldest universi es (UBC, SFU
and UVIC). With the establishment of university colleges and more recently, teaching‐intensive universi es, the flows of students
between ins tu on types in 2010/11 have significantly changed.
In 2010/11, there were nearly 309,000 students registered in academic courses in one or more B.C. public post‐secondary
ins tu ons, with the largest group (118,000 or 38% of students) registered in Research‐Intensive Universi es (RIUs), and roughly
75,000 (24% each) registered in Teaching‐Intensive Universi es (TIUs) and Colleges and the balance registered at Ins tutes (55,000
students or 18%). While the percentage distribu on of students in each of these ins tu on types has not changed significantly
since 2004/05, the pa erns of student mobility between them have changed. How has student mobility between ins tu on types
changed since 2004/05?
a)

Fewer students are taking a mobile pathway
from teaching‐intensive to research‐intensive
universi es5. In 2004/05, 13,600 or 31% of all
mobile students in that year entered a research‐
intensive university, declining to 12,200 or 22%
of all mobile students in 2010/11. This is
primarily a ributed to 1,300 fewer students
moving from TIUs to RIUs (see Figure 9).

Figure 9: Number of Mobile Students Entering RIUs from
Other Ins tu on Types
Source of Mobile Students Entering RIUs

2004/05

2010/11

Change

Total Mobile Students in B.C.

44,200

55,900

+11,700

Students Moving to RIUs:
From TIU

13,600
6,000

12,200
4,700

‐1,400
‐1,300

7,600

7,500

‐100

31%

22%

From Colleges and Ins tutes
% of Mobile Students Entering RIU’s

b)

The number of Tradi onal “Transfer Students” Figure 10: Tradi onal “Transfer Students” Entering RIUs from Other
flowing into RIUs is declining. In 2004/05, 43% Ins tu on Types
or 5,900 of the total student inflows to RIUs
Source of Mobile Students
Entering RIUs
2004/05
2010/11
Change
came from tradi onal transfer students,
Transfer
Student
5,900
(43%)
4,800
(39%)
‐1,100
dropping to 4,800 (or 39%) by 2010/11 (see
Figure 10). While the propor on of students
Other Admission Category
7,700 (57%)
7,400 (61%)
‐300
taking this tradi onal pathway has declined by
Total Moving to RIUs
13,600 (100%)
12,200 (100%)
‐1,400
4%, it is notable that almost 5,000 students
took this tradi onal transfer pathway in 2010/11.
5. The majority of students entering RIUs con nue to come from B.C. sec‐
(See Tradi onal “Transfer Students” inset box
ondary schools. Students who move between B.C. public post‐secondary
ins tu ons (the focus of this study) represent a rela vely small propor on
on page 5).
of enrollments in any B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu on.
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A smaller propor on of all mobile pathways
Figure 11: Des na ons of Mobile Pathways from Colleges
from B.C. colleges now lead to RIUs. This
finding focuses on all mobile students from
Des na on Ins tu on
Type from College
2004/05
2010/11
colleges, rather than the sub‐popula on of
To
RIU
6,500
(48%)
6,200
(40%)
tradi onal “transfer students”. Of the 13,600
mobile pathways out of B.C. colleges to other
To TIU, College, Ins tute
7,100 (52%)
9,400 (60%)
ins tu on types in 2004/05, nearly half (48%)
Total Moving from College
13,600 (100%)
15,600 (100%)
led to an RIU and by 2010/11, this declined to
just 40% of the 15,600 pathways out of colleges (see Figure 11).

Change
‐300
+2,300
+2,000

The flow of students between RIUs and other ins tu on types is becoming more balanced. In 2004/05, the inflow of
students to RIUs was nearly double the ou low of students to other ins tu on types (13,600 inflows vs. 7,700 ou lows).
By 2010/11, the number of mobile pathways out of RIUs is almost equal to the number entering RIUs from other
ins tu on types (12,200 inflows vs. 10,800 ou lows).

In summary, these changes in student mobility between sectors are largely reflec ve of changes in ins tu onal mandates.
Figure 12: Student Pathways to B.C. Colleges in 2009/10 and Future Student Pathways up to Fall 2011

Note: Grand Total Creden als Awarded counts all creden als awarded in academic year 2009/10 to all registrants on any pathway(s); and to all non‐
registered creden al recipients. This figure includes all 2009/10 creden als awarded to graduate and undergraduate students, except for appren ceships,
developmental creden als, none, other and short cer ficates.

Student Pathways Diagrams
The new mobility model presented here allows us to describe
student mobility pa erns in a visually intui ve way. A
pathways diagram shows the flow of students into and out of
each ins tu on or sector.
As shown in Figure 12 for the college sector, the center of the
pathways diagram represents the total unique headcount
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registrants in 2009/10 in the college sector. The le side of the
diagram shows the various incoming pathways to the college
sector (for any one‐year period, as far back as 2002/03) and
the right side shows the outgoing pathways from the college
sector into a subsequent me period (2010/11 and Fall 2011
only). Similar pathways diagrams are available for each sector
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Understanding a Student Pathways Diagram
Figure 12 shows that there were 72,476 unique
students registered in credit courses in all B.C.
colleges in 2009/10. Which pathways did these
students follow to get there? Incoming arrows
from the le reveal the following:

Which pathways did these 72,476 students follow a er their
2009/10 registra on in a B.C. college? Outgoing arrows on the
right side of the diagram provide the following informa on:
35,328 students a ended the same college in 2010/11 as they
did in the previous year (2009/10). An addi onal 1,361
students stopped out for a period in 2010/11 before
con nuing again at the same college in Fall 2011.

19,645 (or 27%) of the college registrants were
new to the B.C. public post‐secondary
system. They had not registered in a B.C.
public post‐secondary ins tu on since
2002/03 when the Student Transi ons
Project was ini ated.

8,141 students switched to an ins tu on that they had never
a ended before.
7,003 students moved to an ins tu on they had previously
a ended.

33,339 students con nued at the same college
where they were registered in 2008/09. An
addi onal 5,662 students con nued at the
same college a er a stopout period of one
or more years. Also note that a total of
68,263 students were registered in a
college in 2008/2009 (compared to 74,476
in 2009/10).

Addi onal students stopped out in 2010/11, but they
switched ins tu ons upon re‐entry to the system in Fall
2011, including 666 who moved to a new ins tu on for
the first me and 263 who returned to an ins tu on
a ended some me in the past.
25,673 students exited the college sector and did not enrol
again anywhere in the B.C. public post‐secondary system,
at least not yet. The future me horizon extends to the
Fall of 2011, so many of these students might reappear in
future years.

6,024 students moved to another ins tu on
which they had never a ended before,
including other college(s) or another
ins tu on type(s).
A similar number of students (5,510), changed
ins tu ons, returning to an ins tu on they
had a ended previously.
Students who switched ins tu ons a er a
stopout period of one or more years
predominately moved to an ins tu on they
had not previously a ended (5,911) while
1,312 moved to an ins tu on they
a ended at some me in the past.

Included in the 25,673 students who exited the system, are
5,637 students who le with a creden al. It is important to
note that the number of students reported as exi ng with a
creden al does not include all creden al completers. Many
students who follow other pathways (con nue, move, return,
stopout con nue, stopout move or stopout return) will also
complete a creden al before proceeding along these other
pathways.

and for each ins tu on, including the student counts associated
with each pathway. See the Student Transi ons Project web
site at: http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions/6.
When interpre ng the pathways diagrams, it is important to
note that students may follow mul ple pathways into or out of
an ins tu on and they may a end mul ple ins tu ons in the
me period. Students who take mul ple pathways are counted
in each pathway, but counted uniquely in the system total.
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Summing student counts across all pathways will result in
double‐coun ng of unique registrants. For more informa on,
please see Understanding a Student Pathways Diagram.

6. Addi onal informa on on the number of students who entered the sector
(or ins tu on) from each incoming ins tu on and the number who le the
sector (or ins tu on) to each outgoing ins tu on des na on is also available
to authorized users on the STP SharePoint site.
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Diﬀerences in Student Pathways by Sector

Conclusion

Although the college pathways diagram has been provided for
explanatory purposes, readers may be interested in comparing the
college pathways diagram to other sectors. These are available on the
STP web site. A comparison of diagrams across sectors reveals the
following notable diﬀerences between sectors along the incoming
pathways:

The new methodology and new data outlined in this
research report provide detailed informa on on
pa erns of student mobility in the Bri sh Columbia
public post‐secondary system.

 The largest propor on of students registered in each sector are
students who con nued at the same ins tu on from the previous
year, ranging from 40% of students in ins tutes, 46% in colleges,
54% in TIUs and 68% in RIUs.
 Students also con nue at an ins tu on a er a stopout period. The
ins tute sector (with the lowest rate of students con nuing from
the previous me period) received the largest share of students
resuming their registra on at the same ins tu on a er a stopout
period (10%), compared to 8% for colleges, 5% for TIUs and 3% for
RIUs.
 Ins tutes receive the largest propor on of new students (35%) in
comparison to other sectors (TIUs 29%, Colleges 27%, RIUs 21%).
 The extent to which students followed a pathway into RIUs in
2009/10 by switching ins tu ons is slightly lower than other
sectors (6% moved to an RIU and 5% return to an RIU). Equivalent
propor ons for other sectors are one to two percentage points
higher.
Other notable diﬀerences between sectors along the outgoing
pathways are also evident:
 The ins tute sector has the highest propor on (53%) of students
who exit the system in the year following their 2009/10
registra on. Comparable figures for the other sectors are 35%
from colleges, 32% from TIUs and 24% from RIUs. This is likely due
to the numerous short programs and individual course oﬀerings in
ins tutes, which includes JIBC, BCIT and Nicola Valley Ins tute of
Technology.
 Despite diﬀerences in the propor on of students exi ng each sector
a er their 2009/10 registra on, the propor on who exited with a
creden al are roughly similar at 8% to 10% for each sector. For BCIT
and JIBC, this may be indica ve of the fact that many of the
registrants at these ins tu ons do not intend to receive a
creden al, but simply seek and obtain individual courses before
leaving.
 Other diﬀerences between sectors along future student pathways
are similar to those described above for the incoming pathways.
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While the majority of students registered in the B.C.
public post‐secondary system in any given year are
con nuing at the same ins tu on where they
previously enrolled, almost one‐fi h of registrants
(over 55,900) changed ins tu ons in the 2009/10 year.
These students may take one or more diﬀerent mobile
pathways, some mes moving into a new region or
sector in the process.
Although we examine student movement, and not
credit mobility in this report, the analysis presented
here reflects B.C.’s comprehensive and flexible transfer
system, and provides examples of the impact that
recent changes to B.C.'s public post‐secondary system
have had on student mobility at sectoral, regional and
ins tu onal levels.

The Student Transi ons Project is Bri sh Columbia's col‐
labora ve research project that measures student success
from the K‐12 to post‐secondary systems. This eﬀec ve
system‐wide partnership, involving B.C.'s educa on and
advanced educa on ministries and post‐secondary ins tu‐
ons, is tracking student success by repor ng on student
transi on rates to post‐secondary educa on, student mo‐
bility among post‐secondary ins tu ons, and post‐
secondary comple on and reten on rates.
Special Thanks: The STP would like to thank the Ministry
of Educa on, the Ministry of Advanced Educa on and the
B.C. public post‐secondary ins tu ons for collabora ng in
this research eﬀort. Without their co‐opera on and data
contribu ons, this research could not have been accom‐
plished.
____________________________________
Where to find more informa on: Addi onal informa on is
also available to post‐secondary ins tu ons seeking more
detailed informa on on student transi ons specific to their
region or ins tu on.
STP Highlights newsle ers and reports are available on the
public Student Transi ons Project web site at:
http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions
Research Results Prepared by Joanne Heslop, Manager,
Student Transi ons Project
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